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A Contemporary Journey with the Bible Toward Community 
 
 

COMMUNITY BUILDING: VALUES AND STRUCTURES   1 March 2018 
 
 

Today: The Problem and Challenge 
 
 The Situation: At some point—before, after, or during activities associated 
with both the proclamation of partisan visions and the searching for wisdom to live 
well—the question of what holds us all together must be raised.   Yes, there are 
surely some explicit or latent assumptions about common identity and values in 
apocalyptic visions and wisdom’s teachings.  But it’s also true that the carriers of the 
biblical texts associated with these messages are, at least originally, associated with 
smaller more homogenous groups, such as the oppressed reflected in Daniel or the 
sages who composed, collected, and transmitted Proverbs.  So also today?  For the 
justification or resolution of conflict, as well as the attainment of good and skillful 
living, an answer to the question of what holds us all together is important.  Is it, for 
example: 

• An issue of power, of who holds purse strings or political advantage or 
economic opportunities or the ability to give status or...? 

• A “body” or institution or leader associated with political and/or religious 
power? 

• Something that unifies all the different voices and constituencies? 
• A set of values that everyone and every group can affirm and live with or by? 
• A structure and process that affirms commonness, on the one hand, and 

adjudicates difference and conflict, on the other—all the while attending to 
common and basic needs (food, housing, education, etc.)? 

  
 Central to this situation is what might be seen as the (inevitable?) “bad” side 
of community formation:  the “other,” the one with whom we disagree, whose values 
we don’t share, whose voice we don’t want to hear.  The question of what values 
don’t divide is important here.   It would seem that living out the “common” will 
need to affirm at least the tenet that: difference is OK in our community.  Thinking on 
our contemporary society and world and its search for that which ties us together, 
we return to: the Question:  Where and What is “Community” now? 
 
 The Rhetoric and Forms.   Among the many possible ways to lift up the 
question of what brings us all together, especially in times when the answer is not 
obvious, are the following.   

• Calls to remember (our history together, our roots, our cultural glue, our 
common humanity [especially when in need], etc.) 

• Calls for obedience to common normative documents we share (the 
Constitution, the Bible, the BCP, etc.) 
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• Calls that lift up common values, common institutions (monarchy, 
democratic state, capitalism, etc.) 

• Revisionist histories that recall and reshape the past in light of present needs 
and hopes 

• Calls for a common citizenship 
• Calls for a common vision of our body politic from credible leaders 
• Calls for common action in light of problems and challenges 
• Calls that differentiate “us” from “them” in terms of our special history and 

place, focusing, for example, on the potential loss of our identity and way of 
life—or on exactly the opposite, seeing our identity and history as 
necessarily and positively intertwined with the “other” 

 
 Thinking again of our contemporary world,  the Question, again:  Where and 
What is “Community” in such a time? 
 
Please come ready to talk about all of this.         What special characteristics, positive 
and negative, of community are highlighted in contemporary calls for community 
and its necessary values and structures?   If you can, please be ready to share an 
example or two. 
 
 

The Bible: Parallels or Not? 
 

After thinking on the issues and concerns of contemporary community building, please 
read and think on the following biblical texts. 
 

1 Chronicles 16:1-3  The Ark Placed in the Tent 

1They brought in the ark of God, and set it inside the tent that David had pitched for 
it; and they offered burnt-offerings and offerings of well-being before God. 2When 
David had finished offering the burnt-offerings and the offerings of well-being, he 
blessed the people in the name of the Lord; 3and he distributed to every person in 
Israel—man and woman alike—to each a loaf of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake 
of raisins.  

1 Chronicles 17:16-27 David’s Prayer 

16 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and said, ‘Who am I, O Lord 
God, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? 17And even this was 
a small thing in your sight, O God; you have also spoken of your servant’s house for a 
great while to come. You regard me as someone of high rank, O Lord God! 18And 
what more can David say to you for honoring your servant? You know your servant. 
19For your servant’s sake, O Lord, and according to your own heart, you have done 
all these great deeds, making known all these great things. 20There is no one like 
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you, O Lord, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard 
with our ears. 21Who is like your people Israel, one nation on the earth whom God 
went to redeem to be his people, making for yourself a name for great and terrible 
things, in driving out nations before your people whom you redeemed from Egypt? 
22And you made your people Israel to be your people for ever; and you, O Lord, 
became their God.  

23 ‘And now, O Lord, as for the word that you have spoken concerning your servant 
and concerning his house, let it be established for ever, and do as you have 
promised. 24Thus your name will be established and magnified for ever in the 
saying, “The Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, is Israel’s God”; and the house of your 
servant David will be established in your presence. 25For you, my God, have revealed 
to your servant that you will build a house for him; therefore your servant has found 
it possible to pray before you. 26And now, O Lord, you are God, and you have 
promised this good thing to your servant; 27therefore may it please you to bless the 
house of your servant, that it may continue for ever before you. For you, O Lord, 
have blessed and are blessed for ever.’  

1 Chronicles 22:2-19 David Prepares to Build the Temple 

2 David gave orders to gather together the aliens who were residing in the land of 
Israel, and he set stonecutters to prepare dressed stones for building the house of 
God. 3David also provided great stores of iron for nails for the doors of the gates and 
for clamps, as well as bronze in quantities beyond weighing, 4and cedar logs without 
number—for the Sidonians and Tyrians brought great quantities of cedar to David. 
5For David said, ‘My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house that is 
to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorified 
throughout all lands; I will therefore make preparation for it.’ So David provided 
materials in great quantity before his death.  

David’s Charge to Solomon and the Leaders 

6 Then he called for his son Solomon and charged him to build a house for the Lord, 
the God of Israel. 7David said to Solomon, ‘My son, I had planned to build a house to 
the name of the Lord my God. 8But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “You 
have shed much blood and have waged great wars; you shall not build a house to my 
name, because you have shed so much blood in my sight on the earth. 9See, a son 
shall be born to you; he shall be a man of peace. I will give him peace from all his 
enemies on every side; for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and 
quiet to Israel in his days. 10He shall build a house for my name. He shall be a son to 
me, and I will be a father to him, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel for 
ever.” 11Now, my son, the Lord be with you, so that you may succeed in building the 
house of the Lord your God, as he has spoken concerning you. 12Only, may the Lord 
grant you discretion and understanding, so that when he gives you charge over 
Israel you may keep the law of the Lord your God. 13Then you will prosper if you are 
careful to observe the statutes and the ordinances that the Lord commanded Moses 
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for Israel. Be strong and of good courage. Do not be afraid or dismayed. 14With great 
pains I have provided for the house of the Lord one hundred thousand talents of 
gold, one million talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond weighing, for there is 
so much of it; timber and stone too I have provided. To these you must add more. 
15You have an abundance of workers: stonecutters, masons, carpenters, and all 
kinds of artisans without number, skilled in working 16gold, silver, bronze, and iron. 
Now begin the work, and the Lord be with you.’  

17 David also commanded all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon, saying, 
18‘Is not the Lord your God with you? Has he not given you peace on every side? For 
he has delivered the inhabitants of the land into my hand; and the land is subdued 
before the Lord and his people. 19Now set your mind and heart to seek the Lord your 
God. Go and build the sanctuary of the Lord God so that the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord and the holy vessels of God may be brought into a house built for the name 
of the Lord.’  

2 Chronicles 36:22-23 Cyrus Proclaims Liberty for the Exiles 

22 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in fulfillment of the word of the Lord 
spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia so that he 
sent a herald throughout all his kingdom and also declared in a written edict: 
23‘Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be 
with him! Let him go up.’  

Ezra 4:1-4 Resistance to Rebuilding the Temple 

4When the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were 
building a temple to the Lord, the God of Israel, 2they approached Zerubbabel and 
the heads of families and said to them, ‘Let us build with you, for we worship your 
God as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of King Esar-
haddon of Assyria who brought us here.’ 3But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the 
heads of families in Israel said to them, ‘You shall have no part with us in building a 
house to our God; but we alone will build to the Lord, the God of Israel, as King 
Cyrus of Persia has commanded us.’  

4 Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah, and made them 
afraid to build,  

Ezra 7:11-26 The Letter of Artaxerxes to Ezra 

11 This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to the priest Ezra, the scribe, 
a scholar of the text of the commandments of the Lord and his statutes for Israel: 
12‘Artaxerxes, king of kings, to the priest Ezra, the scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven: Peace. And now 13I decree that any of the people of Israel or their priests or 
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Levites in my kingdom who freely offers to go to Jerusalem may go with you. 14For 
you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to make inquiries about Judah and 
Jerusalem according to the law of your God, which is in your hand, 15and also to 
convey the silver and gold that the king and his counselors have freely offered to the 
God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16with all the silver and gold that you 
shall find in the whole province of Babylonia, and with the freewill-offerings of the 
people and the priests, given willingly for the house of their God in Jerusalem. 
17With this money, then, you shall with all diligence buy bulls, rams, and lambs, and 
their grain-offerings and their drink-offerings, and you shall offer them on the altar 
of the house of your God in Jerusalem. 18Whatever seems good to you and your 
colleagues to do with the rest of the silver and gold, you may do, according to the 
will of your God. 19The vessels that have been given you for the service of the house 
of your God, you shall deliver before the God of Jerusalem. 20And whatever else is 
required for the house of your God, which you are responsible for providing, you 
may provide out of the king’s treasury.  

21 ‘I, King Artaxerxes, decree to all the treasurers in the province Beyond the River: 
Whatever the priest Ezra, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, requires of you, 
let it be done with all diligence, 22up to one hundred talents of silver, one hundred 
cors of wheat, one hundred baths of wine, one hundred baths of oil, and unlimited 
salt. 23Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be done with zeal for the 
house of the God of heaven, or wrath will come upon the realm of the king and his 
heirs. 24We also notify you that it shall not be lawful to impose tribute, custom, or 
toll on any of the priests, the Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers, the temple 
servants, or other servants of this house of God.  

25 ‘And you, Ezra, according to the God-given wisdom you possess, appoint 
magistrates and judges who may judge all the people in the province Beyond the 
River who know the laws of your God; and you shall teach those who do not know 
them. 26All who will not obey the law of your God and the law of the king, let 
judgement be strictly executed on them, whether for death or for banishment or for 
confiscation of their goods or for imprisonment.’  

Nehemiah 1:1-11 Nehemiah Prays for His People 

1The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah. In the month of Chislev, in the twentieth 
year, while I was in Susa the capital, 2one of my brothers, Hanani, came with certain 
men from Judah; and I asked them about the Jews that survived, those who had 
escaped the captivity, and about Jerusalem. 3They replied, ‘The survivors there in 
the province who escaped captivity are in great trouble and shame; the wall of 
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been destroyed by fire.’  

4 When I heard these words I sat down and wept, and mourned for days, fasting and 
praying before the God of heaven. 5I said, ‘O Lord God of heaven, the great and 
awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and 
keep his commandments; 6let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the 
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prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for your servants 
the people of Israel, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned 
against you. Both I and my family have sinned. 7We have offended you deeply, failing 
to keep the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances that you commanded 
your servant Moses. 8Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, 
“If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples; 9but if you return to me 
and keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are under the 
farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place at which I 
have chosen to establish my name.” 10They are your servants and your people, 
whom you redeemed by your great power and your strong hand. 11O Lord, let your 
ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants 
who delight in revering your name. Give success to your servant today, and grant 
him mercy in the sight of this man!’ 

At the time, I was cupbearer to the king.  

Nehemiah 2:1-8  Nehemiah Sent to Judah 

1In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was 
served to him, I carried the wine and gave it to the king. Now, I had never been sad 
in his presence before. 2So the king said to me, ‘Why is your face sad, since you are 
not sick? This can only be sadness of the heart.’ Then I was very much afraid. 3I said 
to the king, ‘May the king live for ever! Why should my face not be sad, when the 
city, the place of my ancestors’ graves, lies waste, and its gates have been destroyed 
by fire?’ 4Then the king said to me, ‘What do you request?’ So I prayed to the God of 
heaven. 5Then I said to the king, ‘If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found 
favour with you, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my ancestors’ graves, 
so that I may rebuild it.’ 6The king said to me (the queen also was sitting beside 
him), ‘How long will you be gone, and when will you return?’ So it pleased the king 
to send me, and I set him a date. 7Then I said to the king, ‘If it pleases the king, let 
letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may 
grant me passage until I arrive in Judah; 8and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the 
king’s forest, directing him to give me timber to make beams for the gates of the 
temple fortress, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy.’ 
And the king granted me what I asked, for the gracious hand of my God was upon 
me.  

Luke 10:1-12 The Mission of the Seventy 

10After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in 
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am sending 
you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and 
greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” 
6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but 
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if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever 
they provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set 
before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.” 10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, 
go out into its streets and say, 11“Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, 
we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come 
near.” 12I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.  

1 Corinthians 1:10-17 Divisions in the Church 

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you should be in agreement and that there should be no divisions among 
you, but that you should be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it 
has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my 
brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I 
belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’ 13Has Christ been 
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I 
thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can 
say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ 
did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.  

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’  
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.  

1 Corinthians 3:18-23 

18 Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you should 
become fools so that you may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. For it is written, 
‘He catches the wise in their craftiness’,  
20and again, 
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‘The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, 
   that they are futile.’  
21So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, 22whether Paul 
or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all 
belong to you, 23and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.  

1 Peter 2:11-17 Live as Servants of God 

11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh 
that wage war against the soul. 12Conduct yourselves honourably among the 
Gentiles, so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your honourable 
deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge.  

13 For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution, whether of 
the emperor as supreme, 14or of governors, as sent by him to punish those who do 
wrong and to praise those who do right. 15For it is God’s will that by doing right you 
should silence the ignorance of the foolish. 16As servants of God, live as free people, 
yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil. 17Honour everyone. Love the 
family of believers. Fear God. Honour the emperor.  

1 Peter 2:18-25 The Example of Christ’s Suffering 

18 Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those 
who are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh. 19For it is to your credit if, 
being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when 
you are beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that? But if you endure when 
you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 
should follow in his steps.  
22 ‘He committed no sin, 
   and no deceit was found in his mouth.’  
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.  

1 Peter 4:7-19 

7 The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the 
sake of your prayers. 8Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love 
covers a multitude of sins. 9Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 
10Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever 
gift each of you has received. 11Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very 
words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so 
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that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory 
and the power for ever and ever. Amen.  

Suffering as a Christian 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice in so far 
as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy 
when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 15But 
let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief-maker. 
16Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God 
because you bear this name. 17For the time has come for judgement to begin with 
the household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end for those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? 18And 
‘If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
   what will become of the ungodly and the sinners?’  
19Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s will entrust themselves to a 
faithful Creator, while continuing to do good.  

 

Questions:   
1. Do you see anything shared by the biblical communities in these texts (either 

the ones described or the ones writing) with those espousing contemporary 
today? 

2. What is not shared?  What is different? 
 

Implications for Action and Next Steps 
 

 Together we will assess the implications of those things we share and don’t 
share with biblical communities when thinking about  what ties us all together.  
What has changed for us in the 21st century?  What lessons or values from the Bible 
are worthy of remembering and even, perhaps, capable of helping us live more 
faithfully and well today? 
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