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Today: The Problem and Challenge 
 
 The Situation:  Despite our differences and partisan positions, most 
communities want what’s best for their members.  After assuming that basic human 
needs are met,  some of the goals hoped for are: 
 

• To live the good life 
• To be successful 
• To treat others well 
 

 Whether achieving these goals involves being a good leader or navigating the 
Internet adroitly or asking the right questions or having our priorities straight or 
being grounded by values that respect and honor humanity and nature—our world 
is filled with advice and counsel on how to live well.    
 The Rhetoric and Forms.   We find examples of resources for living well in 
virtually every media.  Some of these are found in “how to” books (or videos or 
streams)—from cooking to leadership to sports to gardening.   Others are in 
standard texts, or ones providing a quick overview (e.g. Astrophysics for People in a 
Hurry), or biographies (where emulation or inspiration may result), or religious 
tomes (focusing on spiritual paths or important values or???), or ...  Needless to say, 
potential resources for living well can be found in electronic form as well as in old-
fashioned face-to-face interaction, though the latter can sometimes be rather 
expensive these days! 
 Questions:  Where and What is “Community” in such a time?  How do our 
communities provide resources for living the good life?  Please come ready to share 
examples of contemporary wisdom, identifying, when you can, the communities that 
promulgate and embrace searching for it.   As you are able, identify the special 
characteristics of community (positive and negative) that are highlighted by the 
desire to live well in our contemporary society. 
 
  



 

The Bible: Parallels or Not? 
 

After thinking on the nature of contemporary communities searching for the wisdom 
of living well, please read and think on the following biblical texts. 

 Proverbs 2:1-15 The Value of Wisdom 

1My child, if you accept my words 
   and treasure up my commandments within you,  
2 making your ear attentive to wisdom 
   and inclining your heart to understanding;  
3 if you indeed cry out for insight, 
   and raise your voice for understanding;  
4 if you seek it like silver, 
   and search for it as for hidden treasures—  
5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord 
   and find the knowledge of God.  
6 For the Lord gives wisdom; 
   from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;  
7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 
   he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly,  
8 guarding the paths of justice 
   and preserving the way of his faithful ones.  
9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice 
   and equity, every good path;  
10 for wisdom will come into your heart, 
   and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;  
11 prudence will watch over you; 
   and understanding will guard you.  
12 It will save you from the way of evil, 
   from those who speak perversely,  
13 who forsake the paths of uprightness 
   to walk in the ways of darkness,  
14 who rejoice in doing evil 
   and delight in the perverseness of evil;  
15 those whose paths are crooked, 
   and who are devious in their ways.  

Job 28   Where Wisdom Is Found 

28‘Surely there is a mine for silver, 
   and a place for gold to be refined.  
2 Iron is taken out of the earth, 
   and copper is smelted from ore.  



3 Miners put an end to darkness, 
   and search out to the farthest bound 
   the ore in gloom and deep darkness.  
4 They open shafts in a valley away from human habitation; 
   they are forgotten by travellers, 
   they sway suspended, remote from people.  
5 As for the earth, out of it comes bread; 
   but underneath it is turned up as by fire.  
6 Its stones are the place of sapphires, 
   and its dust contains gold.  
7 ‘That path no bird of prey knows, 
   and the falcon’s eye has not seen it.  
8 The proud wild animals have not trodden it; 
   the lion has not passed over it.  
9 ‘They put their hand to the flinty rock, 
   and overturn mountains by the roots.  
10 They cut out channels in the rocks, 
   and their eyes see every precious thing.  
11 The sources of the rivers they probe; 
   hidden things they bring to light.  
12 ‘But where shall wisdom be found? 
   And where is the place of understanding?  
13 Mortals do not know the way to it, 
   and it is not found in the land of the living.  
14 The deep says, “It is not in me”, 
   and the sea says, “It is not with me.”  
15 It cannot be bought for gold, 
   and silver cannot be weighed out as its price.  
16 It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir, 
   in precious onyx or sapphire.  
17 Gold and glass cannot equal it, 
   nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold.  
18 No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal; 
   the price of wisdom is above pearls.  
19 The chrysolite of Ethiopia cannot compare with it, 
   nor can it be valued in pure gold.  
20 ‘Where then does wisdom come from? 
   And where is the place of understanding?  
21 It is hidden from the eyes of all living, 
   and concealed from the birds of the air.  
22 Abaddon and Death say, 
   “We have heard a rumour of it with our ears.”  
23 ‘God understands the way to it, 
   and he knows its place.  
24 For he looks to the ends of the earth, 
   and sees everything under the heavens.  



25 When he gave to the wind its weight, 
   and apportioned out the waters by measure;  
26 when he made a decree for the rain, 
   and a way for the thunderbolt;  
27 then he saw it and declared it; 
   he established it, and searched it out.  
28 And he said to humankind, 
“Truly, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; 
   and to depart from evil is understanding.” ’  

Ecclesiastes 8:16-17 

16 When I applied my mind to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done on 
earth, how one’s eyes see sleep neither day nor night, 17then I saw all the work of 
God, that no one can find out what is happening under the sun. However much they 
may toil in seeking, they will not find it out; even though those who are wise claim to 
know, they cannot find it out.  

Matthew 13:1-23 The Parable of the Sower 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But 
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!’  

The Purpose of the Parables 

10 Then the disciples came and asked him, ‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’ 
11He answered, ‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12For to those who have, more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 
what they have will be taken away. 13The reason I speak to them in parables is that 
“seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor do they 
understand.” 14With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says: 
“You will indeed listen, but never understand, 
   and you will indeed look, but never perceive.  
15 For this people’s heart has grown dull, 
   and their ears are hard of hearing, 



     and they have shut their eyes; 
     so that they might not look with their eyes, 
   and listen with their ears, 
and understand with their heart and turn— 
   and I would heal them.”  
16But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17Truly I tell 
you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.  

The Parable of the Sower Explained 

18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But 
as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.’  

 

1 Corinthians 2 Proclaiming Christ Crucified 

1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery 
of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear 
and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your 
faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.  

The True Wisdom of God 

6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age 
or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, 
secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the 
rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
   nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him’—  
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly 



human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is 
truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed 
on us by God. 13And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom 
but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 
14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are 
discerned spiritually. 15Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.  
16 ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?’ 
But we have the mind of Christ.  

Questions:   
1. What biblical communities in these texts (either the ones described or the ones 

writing) share with those espousing a search for contemporary  wisdom and 
living well today? 

2. What is not shared?  What is different? 
 
 

Implications for Action and Next Steps 
 

 Together we will assess the implications of those things we share and don’t 
share with biblical communities when thinking about the wisdom of living wells.  
What has changed for us in the 21st century?  What lessons or values from the Bible 
are worthy of remembering and even, perhaps, capable of helping us live more 
faithfully and well today? 
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