Today is Commitment Sunday.  I think we all know what that word means - to commit to something means to dedicate your energy to it, to decide to stick to it, whatever IT may be.  Our Commitment Sunday is a bit richer, I think, because we are being asked to commit to something which is, when all is said, much, much bigger than any one of us, yet which cannot survive and grow without our individual commitment to it.  

It's more than bringing a pledge card up to the altar; more than promising some time and talent involvement in the life of the parish. In a way, it is a chance to consecrate ourselves, once again, to a life of faith and hope, a life that is reflected in what we commit to do here in a practical, ordinary way.

Scripture is full of references to the action of giving of ourselves to the greater good, the greater community. 

From Deuteronomy:


Keep God's commandments because he has brought you into a land where you have everything you need in abundance. Don't forget that it was God who has given you everything.

From 1st Chronicles: 


David blessed the Lord - 'all that is in the heavens and the earth is 

yours…all things come from you, and of our own have we given you.'

From Luke:  


What should we do then?  the crowd asked. ‘The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same.

From John: 


This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees his sister or brother in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence ...”

We have all heard these before, we are here because we have heard and believe. So, today we are committing our lives, our time, our talent and our treasure to God and the work of this community in living out the words of the Scriptures.  The words that tell us that we are ALL called to be disciples of Jesus, that we are ALL called to spread the Good News, to give comfort to the suffering, give solace to those who mourn, to stand in justice for those who are disenfranchised and separated because of who they are or what they have done. We are to be thankful for God's generosity and acknowledge it every day of our lives.

I am sure you have all been present in this church when someone - usually a baby, but not always - is baptized. These wonderful times of sacrament and the sacred allow us to be reminded of who we are, as a Christian community, and what our responsibilities are as members of such a group.

One of the things we do at a Baptism it to participate directly in the sacrament.  We don't have water or oil poured upon us, but we do participate, and I am going to ask us to do that again today.  I would like to ask you all to take out the Book of Common Prayer and turn to the bottom of page 304.  The Celebrant says:

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ

and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

Then, we all join in the creed, stating what we believe as Christians.  At the end of the creed, we are all asked those most important and crucial questions about OUR ministry as members of the Body of Christ. Please answer with me, loudly and clearly:  

Celebrant 
Will WE continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

People

WE will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
Will WE persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever WE fall into 
sin, repent and return to the Lord?

People

WE will, with God’s help.

Celebrant 
Will WE proclaim by word and example the Good News of 



God in Christ?

People

WE will, with God’s help.

Celebrant 
Will WE seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving OUR

      neighbors as ourselves?

People

WE will, with God’s help.

Celebrant 
Will WE strive for justice and peace among all people, and 



respect the dignity of every human being?

People

WE will, with God’s help.

I hope you noticed that I emphasized the word, WE - with apologies to the authors of the BCP, of course!

Did we all listen as we said those promises?  Did we all mean them when we said them?  Listen to what we promised.  We promised to continue in celebrating the Eucharist and the work of the apostles; we promised to proclaim the Good News, we promised to seek and serve Christ in all persons and we promised to strive for justice and peace.

We didn't hear that we were to support OTHER people who were doing this work of a disciple; we promised that WE would do it, ourselves, in this sacred place, and out beyond those doors.  A pretty scary concept, isn't it?  We have just promised God that we will, to the best of our abilities, answer God's call to be disciples of Jesus Christ here and in the world.

So, here we are, again, at Commitment Sunday.  We are here to solemnly consecrate ourselves - our time, talent and treasure, to the work so clearly stated in the Baptismal questions we just asked and answered. We are, in effect, personally and communally, answering the call of God to stand up, be counted and take action.

This call can be answered in many ways.  Some answer by leaving all behind, as the first apostles did, and going out into a ministry of mission.  Some answer the call, by becoming ordained ministers of the church.  For most of us, the call comes to be the very best lay people we can be.  God asks us to look at our lives, and find a way to use the Gospels as our way and our truth in the world.  We do this in our daily work, our human interactions and our treatment of each other.  We do this by supporting the work of St. Paul's, and we do this by all the many and varied tasks it takes to keep a wonderful faith community moving forward.  

Today allows us the opportunity to really think about the blessings we have received - the treasure that God has sent us through the work of our hands, minds and hearts, the gifts and talents we have received through God's grace, and the precious gift of time - time to use that treasure and those talents in a way that will show our gratitude as well as our commitment to the God that has given us so much.

You have heard, over the past several of weeks, how this church maintains itself, how much is needed to do this, and how members of this parish, have been changed, formed or supported by St. Paul's.  This information is, of course, important, but it is not as important as our own, personal call from God is to us today.  What is God asking of us?  What is God calling us to do in terms of the amount of the treasure we will give to God's work in this place. What are we to do, as individuals today, to share in the apostolic ministry begun by Jesus so long ago?

And that is what stewardship is REALLY all about. God is always giving to us; God always has enough for us; God's time for us isn't limited by how much else there is to do in a busy, busy day; the gifts and talents we receive are not limited, either. 

Remember those questions we answered?  WE are, we ALL are, ministers, ordained through Baptism, called by our God to give back a portion of the greatness we have been given.  We are, in effect, Jesus' disciples in the 21st Century, and to be such, we must give of ourselves and what we have been given, not just today, but every day.  Today is but a time set aside to make our commitments to this community and to ponder how much that community means to us and how we can best share it with others.

What is it worth to you?  to us?

Today, we must evaluate all that we have and what percentage of that we are willing to give - I pray that we will have the grace, the wisdom, the generosity, and the good sense, to know just how much our time, talent and treasure will define, for us and for our Lord, who we are and what we think of the gifts God has given us.  I pray that we all will open our hearts, our minds, and yes, our pocketbooks and checkbooks, for God's work among us.

As one of my favorite authors, Dominic Crossan, said at a recent lecture:  Without us, God won't;  without us, God can’t.

I pray that we will open ourselves to listen to what God is asking us to do, and offer those gifts to do the work that our Christian community needs to do. Jesus can't do it alone; Jeanne, our vestry and our leaders cannot do it alone.  None of us can. But together, in faith and hope and in love, oh what glorious work we can do!

